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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-4, 7, and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Houser et al. 2002/0035361 (submitted in IDS). Houser discloses a girdle 
for surrounding a plurality of chordae tendinae comprising filamentous body 306 
comprising a shape memory material (par.111) to allow transition between a linear 
delivery configuration (21 A) and an annular treatment configuration (fig. 21 B). 

3. Re claims 2 and 3, see par. 1 1 1 and fig. 22B. 

4. Re claim 4, Houser discloses a system for treating a heart valve comprising 
elongate delivery catheter 302 having a lumen, and girdle 306 having an annular 
treatment configuration 21 B sized and shaped to surround a plurality of chordae 
tendinae CT (fig.22B) and a linear delivery configuration (fig. 21 A) sized and shaped to 
be releasably disposed within the lumen of delivery catheter 302 (figs. 22A & B; pars. 
111-112). 

5. Re claims 13-16, see figs. 18, 21 A, 21 B, 22A, 22B, and pars. 102, 1 1 , and 1 12 
for the method of using the device as claimed. 

6. Claims 4-8, 10 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Langberg et al. 6,402,781 (submitted in IDS). Langberg discloses a system for 
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treating a heart valve comprising elongate delivery catheter 72 having a lumen 84, and 
girdle 40 having an annular treatment configuration (fig. 6) capable of surrounding a 
plurality of chordae tendinae and a linear delivery configuration sized and shaped to be 
releasably disposed within lumen 84 of delivery catheter 72 (fig.4). 

7. Re claims 5 and 6, push rod 86 in fig.4 and col.11, 11.10-37. Note that in order for 
push rod 86 to traverse the vasculature as described by Langberg (col. 3, II. 50-62), at 
least the distal portion of the push rod is flexible. 

8. Re claim 7, see col. 11, 11.50-61. 

9. Re claim 8, see fig. 6 and col. 8 II. 56-63 for locking mechanism 70 which locks 
girdle 40 in the annular treatment configuration. 

10. Re claim 10, see col.8, 116-10 and col. 11, II. 45-48 for tether 56 which is releasably 
attached to girdle 40. 

11. Reclaim 11, see col.8, II30-44. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Langberg et al. 6,402,781 in view of Khosravi et al. 5618299. Langberg discloses the 
invention substantially as claimed and discussed above including a locking mechanism 
for locking the device in an annular configuration. However, Langberg does not disclose 
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that the locking mechanism comprises a first hook disposed adjacent the first end, and 
a second hook disposed adjacent the second end and adapted for engagement with the 
first hook, or a lock portion disposed at the first end, the lock portion having a lumen for 
receiving the second end, and at least one tooth disposed adjacent the second end and 
adapted for engagement with the lock portion. 

14. Khosravi teaches a shape memory stent, in the analogous art of stents, wherein 
a lock portion at the first end of the stent has a lumen 210 for receiving a second end 
which has teeth 1 65 (fig.1 6) for the purpose of locking the annular device in the desired 
configuration (col. 5, II.44-62). Alternatively, teeth 165 may be considered hooks that are 
disposed adjacent the first and second end of the device and engage each other to lock 
the device in the desired configuration (fig. 16). 

1 5. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the locking mechanism disclosed by Langberg, to include the 
hook/teeth and lumen locking mechanism taught by Langberg to maintain the device in 
a desired configuration. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MEGAN YARNALL whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3071 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-4:30 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Corrine McDermott can be reached on (571) 272-4754. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. Y./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3738 
4/10/08 

/Bruce E Snow/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3738 



